BUGATTI

THE NEW BUGATTI IS TO BE
CALLED CHIRON — WORLD
PREMIERE IN GENEVA IN
2016

The next Bugatti is to be called Chiron. It will be named after Louis Chiron, a legendary racing
driver who won virtually all the major grands prix for the brand in the 1920s and 1930s.

His name is more closely connected with the history of Bugatti than any other racing driver. The
world premiere of the new super sports car from Molsheim in France is planned for the 86th
Geneva Motor Show in 2016. With the Chiron?, Bugatti will continue to produce the world’s most
powerful, fastest, most luxurious and most exclusive production super sports car. The Bugatti
Chiron is currently being shown to selected customers and the feedback is outstanding; more
than 100 orders have already been received.
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“The development brief for the Chiron can be summarised in one sentence and is probably
the shortest in the history of the automobile: we want to make the best significantly better,”
says Wolfgang Dirheimer, President of Bugatti Automobiles S.A.S. “The Chiron will set new
standards in every respect. We will continue to produce the world’s most powerful, fastest,
most luxurious and most exclusive production super sports car. This is the claim of Bugatti and
our customers.”

“In Louis Chiron, we found a worthy patron for a new model in the history of our brand,”
Dirheimer continues. “The name of the best racing driver and the most successful Bugatti
driver of his time for the best super sports car of the present day — that is the ideal
combination.”

Currently, the Chiron is undergoing final testing. A number of prototypes are on the road in
several continents for the fine tuning of the vehicle — right down to the last detail under a
variety of road and climate conditions. No other production super sports car of this calibre will
be subjected to such a stringent, comprehensive test programme.

At the same time, pre-marketing of the Chiron is now underway. Bugatti has invited selected
customers in the brand’s key markets to private previews. “The feedback from our customers
concerning the Chiron is outstanding,” says the Bugatti President. “Our order book is steadily
filling up. More than 100 customers have already ordered the Chiron despite the fact that they
have had no opportunity so far to experience the fantastic driving properties of the Chiron.”

Lydie Barre-Chiron, descendant and biographer of Louis Chiron, recently visited the Bugatti’s
headquarters in Molsheim to inspect the vehicle that will bear the name of her famous forebear.
“The Chironis a modern super sports car thatis instantly recognisable as a Bugatti,” says Lydie
Barre-Chiron. “Itlooks fantastic, just magnificent. The design already indicates that this car will
be very powerful and very fast. If Louis Chiron were alive today, I'm sure he would be proud that
such an extraordinary sports car is to bear his name and is to represent the brand with which
he achieved his greatest successes.”

LOUIS CHIRON — HIS LIFE AND CAREER

Louis Alexandre Chiron was born in Monte Carlo on August 3, 1899. The Monegasque was one
of the most successful racing drivers of his era. No other driver is so closely connected with the
name of Bugatti and no other achieved such countless successes with racing cars from Alsace.
During his career, he drove vehicles of many brands but he spent the most significant years of
his career in the cockpit of a Bugatti.

Born the son of the “maitre d'” at the Hdtel de Paris in Monaco, Chiron lost his mother at a very
early age and spent much of his childhood with his grandfather, a vintner from Provence. During
a visit to his father’s workplace, he was noticed by a childless Russian noblewoman who took
the boy under her wings and supported his education. Chiron was taught to drive at the age

of 15 by his benefactress’s chauffeur. In the First World War, his driving ability helped him to
become a chauffeur to the general staff, driving military leaders such as Pétain and Foch at the
headquarters of the French army.

Following the end of the war, Chiron became a car dealer, opening a garage and showroom in
Nice with William Charles Grover. The two established contact with Ernest Friderich, a former
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racing driver who had been a Bugatti dealer in Nice since 1924. Both Grover, later a successful
racing driver himself under the pseudonym of “Williams", and Chiron were familiarised with
motorsport by Friderich. Chiron initially drove Bugattis from the factory in Molsheim to the
Cote d'Azur for Friderich. These trips proved to be good training and Chiron also made the
acquaintance of Ettore Bugatti.

Chiron earned his first accolades in a number of hill climbs in the south of France, driving a
Brescia Bugatti. In 1925, he won several races as a private entrant in a Bugatti Type 30 and
completed the season as the champion of the Automobile Club de Nice.

A short time afterwards, he met Alice “Baby” Hoffmann-Trobeck, who was married to Alfred
Hoffmann, heir to the Hoffmann-La Roche pharmaceutical company. He was so enthusiastic
about Chiron’s driving skills that he bought him a Type 35 — one of the most successful racing
cars of all time — for the 1926 season. This was the beginning of the talented Monegasque’s
successful racing career. A number of significant victories meant that the name of Chiron
became synonymous with the Bugatti brand. In the same year, Louis Chiron won his first
significant circuit race, the Comminges Grand Prix, as well as a number of hill climbs. He started
the 1927 season with the more powerful Type 35 B, not only winning the Grand Prix of the French
Automobile Club but also gaining the attention of Ettore Bugatti himself.

In 1928, the 29-year-old became the number one driver in the Bugatti works team. Driving the
Type 35C, he won a dozen races at venues such as Rome, Reims and San Sebastian as well
as the European Grand Prix in Monza. For the next four years, Chiron remained the star of the
Bugatti Team. In 1929, he entered races with a variety of Bugatti models almost every weekend.
He even won the Swiss Klausen hill climb, the most challenging hill race in its time. In 1930

he managed to replicate this triumph with Bugatti's legendary 16-cylinder Type 45. In 1931,
Bugatti launched the highly promising Type 51, and Chiron won the Monaco Grand Prix, the first
and to date the only Monegasque to do so. He had reached the pinnacle of his career and was
considered to be the world’s best racing driver.

In 1933, Chiron left the company and founded the private racing team “CC” with Rudolf
Caracciola. However, the team quickly collapsed following Caracciola’s accident in Monaco the
same year. He then went to Scuderia Ferrari and Mercedes — but without achieving any great
success. Following the Second World War, he won the French Grand Prix twice.

Louis Chiron drove in his last Grand Prix in Monaco in 1955, when he was almost 56. This makes
him the oldest driver to compete in a Formula One race to this day. Afterwards, Chiron was
asked by Prince Rainier Ill to serve as racing director for the two most important motorsports
events of the principality, the Monte Carlo Rally and the Monaco Grand Prix. Chiron continued in
this role until his death in Monte Carlo on June 22, 1979.

INTERVIEW WITH LYDIE BARRE-CHIRON

It all started with a school project. Lydie Barre-Chiron was just 15 years old when she started
to find out about the life of her famous forebear, racing driver Louis Chiron. At that time, about
30 years ago, this was even a topic for the French press. Now, the mother of four lives with her
family near Poitiers. She is writing a book about Louis Chiron that is due to be published next
year. Bugatti met Lydie Barre-Chiron in Molsheim. When the 46-year-old saw the prototype of
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the new Bugatti Chiron for the first time in the workshop and was able to take the driver’s seat,
she was moved to tears.

WHEN DID YOU FIRST HAVE THE IDEA OF CARRYING OUT
RESEARCH ABOUT LOUIS CHIRON?

In our French lessons, we had to write an essay on the topic of: “What is your passion?” | then
thought of Louis Chiron. My great-great-uncle and my grandfather had often told me about
him but they did not have any details. In my French lesson, | remembered him and decided

to start work immediately and to write down his life story. My French teacher wrote under

my essay: “Very interesting; have you got any documents?” | answered: “Not yet, but | will
have soon.” that was how it all started, | wrote to Prince Rainier of Monaco (Louis Chiron

was a Monegasque), and contacted many eyewitnesses. At the start, everything was rather
slow because many people did not take a 15-year-old very seriously. But | believed in my good
luck and | was right. In the final resort, the fact that | was so young even helped me. Many
eyewitnesses who were still alive were prepared to talk to me and were very pleased to see
that a young girl was investing so much effort in a project of this type.

WHO DID YOU TALK TO?

Former racing drivers such as René Dreyfus, who was living in New York. | met him in 1987
when he was visiting France. For me, he was the most important eyewitness as he was Louis
Chiron’s successor as a Bugatti works driver. The two were also very close friends. | also

met Robert Aumaitre, Louis Chiron’s mechanic at Bugatti. And | had a phone call with Maurice
Trintignant, the driver who won the last victory for Bugatti. | received a lot of fantastic letters
of encouragement. René Dreyfus congratulated me and said that Louis Chiron would have been
proud of my work. For me, it became a passion to talk about this man who was seen by many
people as an ambassador of the automobile.

WHAT IS YOUR PICTURE OF LOUIS CHIRON AFTER ALL THESE
DISCUSSIONS? WHAT SORT OF PERSON WAS HE?

He was a man who had his good and bad points. He was very handsome. He was tall, elegant and
charming. He also used his charm towards women. The women all loved him. He was always
smiling, he liked to laugh and he loved life.

DID HE EVER GET MARRIED?

He had a long relationship with Alice “Baby” Hoffmann. She was older than he was and, when
she left him, he decided to marry a younger woman. In fact he married a member of Toulo de
Graffenried’s family. Louis Chiron had no children. He was absolutely committed to motorsport
and lived for the automobile. Everything else was of second importance.
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WHAT WAS THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN LOUIS CHIRON AND
ETTORE BUGATTI LIKE?

In the 1920s, racing drivers drove their own private cars. Chiron entered hill climbs. He came
to the attention of Ettore Bugatti, who engaged his services as a works driver. Louis Chiron
very much admired Ettore Bugatti. Nowadays, you would probably say that they were on the
same wavelength. Precision, respect and perfection were the values they both shared. They
had a very good relationship. Apparently, his relationship with Meo Costantini, at that time the
manager of the Bugatti works team, was not so good. Both Chiron and Costantini were very
strong personalities and Chiron was often obstinate. This led to arguments, which is why Chiron
eventually left Bugatti. Nevertheless, Louis Chiron spent the most successful years of his racing
career with Bugatti and he always remained closely connected with the brand.

DID LOUIS CHIRON HAVE A FAVOURITE BUGATTI?

He very much liked the Type 51 but the fastest model was usually his favourite. (She laughs)

WHICH TYPE OF EVENT DID HE PREFER, CIRCUIT RACES OR
HILL CLIMBS? HE WAS VERY SUCCESSFUL IN BOTH FIELDS.

He was passionate about the Monaco circuit but he also loved the Targa Florio. This was the
most difficult circuit for René Dreyfus and it was where Chiron learned to respect Elizabeth
Junek. The other drivers called her the “female Chiron”. At that time, women did not race of
the same distance as men, apart from Elisabeth Junek. Like Louis Chiron, she was tall, elegant,
highly extroverted and self-confident. The two highly respected each other. But, to come back
to your question, Louis Chiron also saw the Niirburgring as a great challenge. He was very proud
of his win there in 1929. The same year he raced at Indianapolis 500 — as the first Monegasque
ever,

LOUIS CHIRON IS THE ONLY MONEGASQUE EVER TO WIN THE
MONACO GRAND PRIX.

That is correct and he was very proud of his victory in 1931. But, did you know that he was not
only an outstanding racing driver but also a very athletic man? He did not smoke and did not
drink — in fact, he did nothing to excess. To keep fit, he skied and cycled as a member of the
famous club "Treize a la douzaine".

DID HE ALWAYS KEEP TO THE RULES OF THE ROAD AS A
PRIVATE DRIVER?

Yes, he was a careful driver. In a magazine, he once wrote that you should keep to the rules
of the road and respect officers of the law. He added that it was often better to yield to other
drivers even when you had priority. He was also known as the “Gentleman Driver”. Another
nickname was “Louis the good-natured”. In Mexico, he was the “Cavaliero de la pista”. He was
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also called “Monsieur Louis” or “0ld Louis”, but never to his face. (She laughs) He was a great
patriot and sang the Marseillaise wherever he happened to be.

IS IT TRUE THAT HE WAS ALSO KNOWN AS THE “OLD FOX"?

Yes, it was the Germans who gave him his nickname because he completed a test race with

a significantly faster time than all the other drivers. The German racing teams spent the entire
night optimising their vehicles for the race on the following day to be as fast as he was. The
next day, they were extremely tired and he was as fit as usual. In the final resort, they found
out that he had taken a short cut during the test race. He was very crafty but he did not win the
race in the end.

ON MANY RACING PHOTOS, YOU SEE HIM WEARING THE SAME
SCARF. WAS IT A LUCKY CHARM FOR HIM?

Yes, it was red with white spots and came from his time at Bugatti. He wore it for every race.
And his racing suit always had to be sparkling white — which is not really very practical for
motorsports. He was something of a playboy, but also a man who thought of others.

FOR EXAMPLE?

He founded the International club for former Grand Prix racing drivers because he loved
this community. He got on well with all racing drivers and had a good relationship with the
mechanics. Everyone was important for him. And he was also committed to making motor
racing safer. It was at his suggestion that people started to use safety belts and goggles
became mandatory.

He devoted his life to racing drivers and the automobile. Following his retirement as a driver,
he was the racing director of the Monaco Grand Prix until shortly before his death. He also
managed a school for racing drivers in Modena, Italy. He wanted young people to accept advice
but insisted that the advice must be good.

IS IT TRUE THAT HE WAS ALSO A GOOD COOK?

Yes, he was. He once even took partin a cooking competition on Italian TV. He especially enjoyed
cooking for his friends among the racing drivers. Before the Second World War, they met in his
small apartment in the Rue Auguste-Vitu in Paris. They operated on the principle of division of
labour: Chiron cooked, Jean-Pierre Wimille laid the table, Tazio Nuvolari uncorked the Chianti,
Rudolf Caracciola opened the oysters and Achille Varzi did the washing-up. Louis Chiron was
famous for his Mediterranean cuisine and his bouillabaisse was unbeatable.
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IS THERE ANYONE IN YOUR FAMILY WHO INHERITED THE
RACING GENES OF LOUIS CHIRON AND WAS ALSO ACTIVE IN
MOTORSPORTS?

No. | would see Ayrton Senna as his spiritual successor. They both had a very similar character
and did things the same way.

WHAT DO YOU THINK LOUIS CHIRON WOULD SAY IF HE FOUND
OUT THAT BUGATTI WAS NAMING ITS NEW MODEL AFTER HIM?

He would be very proud that such an extraordinary sports car was to bear his name, especially
one from a brand with which he achieved his greatest successes. He would see it as an honour
not only for himself but also for all other motorsports participants. Everyone called him the
“ambassador of the automobile”.

WHEN YOU SAW THE PROTOTYPE OF THE CHIRON FOR THE
FIRST TIME, DID YOU IMMEDIATELY THINK THAT THIS SUPER
SPORTS CAR WOULD DO JUSTICE TO YOUR FOREBEAR?

The Chiron looks fantastic... just magnificent. The Chiron is a modern super sports car that is
instantly recognisable as a Bugatti. The design, which | find very pleasing, already indicates
that this car will be very powerful and very fast. | think that Louis Chiron would just be happy
to sitin this car.

UNFORTUNATELY, HE WAS UNABLE TO EXPERIENCE THE
REVIVAL OF BUGATTI SINCE THE LATE 1990S.

Yes, that is unfortunate. I’'m sure he would have been very pleased. He highly respected the
brand. The red scarf with white spots that he wore for every race was proof of this respect.

1Chiron: WLTP fuel consumption, 1/100 km: low phase 44.6 / medium phase 24.8 / high phase 21.3 / extra high phase 21.6 / combined 25.2;
€02 emissions combined, g/km: 672; efficiency class: G
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